The English word ‘Culture’ is derived from the Latin term ‘cult or cultus’ meaning tilling, or cultivating or refining
and worship. In sum it means cultivating and refining a thing to such an extent that its end product evokes our admiration
and respect. This is practically the same as ‘Sanskriti’ of the Sanskrit language. The term ‘Sanskriti’ has been derived from
the root ‘Kri (to do) of Sanskrit language. Three words came from this root ‘Kri; prakriti’ (basic matter or condition),
‘Sanskriti’ (refined matter or condition) and ‘vikriti’ (modified or decayed matter or condition) when ‘prakriti’ or a raw
material is refined it becomes ‘Sanskriti’ and when broken or damaged it becomes ‘vikriti’.

Culture is a way of life. The food you eat, the clothes you wear, the language you speak in and the God you worship
all are aspects of culture. In very simple terms, we can say that culture is the embodiment of the way in which we think and
do things. It is also the things that we have inherited as members of society. All the achievements of human beings as
members of social groups can be called culture. Art, music, literature, architecture, sculpture, philosophy, religion and
science can be seen as aspects of culture. However, culture also includes the customs, traditions, festivals, ways of living
and one’s outlook on various issues of life. Culture thus refers to a human-made environment which includes all the material
and nonmaterial products of group life that are transmitted from one generation to the next. There is a general agreement
among social scientists that culture consists of explicit and implicit patterns of behaviour acquired by human beings. These
may be transmitted through symbols, constituting the distinctive achievements of human groups, including their
embodiment as artefacts. The essential core of culture thus lies in those finer ideas which are transmitted within a group-
both historically derived as well as selected with their attached value. More recently, culture denotes historically transmitted
patterns of meanings embodied in symbols, by means of which people communicate, perpetuate and develop their
knowledge about and express their attitudes toward life. Culture is the expression of our nature in our modes of living and
thinking. It may be seen in our literature, in religious practices, in recreation and enjoyment. Culture has two distinctive
components, namely, material and non-material. Material culture consists of objects that are related to the material aspect
of our life such as our dress, food, and household goods. Non-material culture refers to ideas, ideals, thoughts and belief.
Culture varies from place to place and country to country. Its development is based on the historical process operating in a
local, regional or national context. For example, we differ in our ways of greeting others, our clothing, food habits, social
and religious customs and practices from the West. In other words, the people of any country are characterised by their
distinctive cultural traditions.



KUMAUNI CULTURE

Kumaon has been an interesting region since the last two decades due to the rock paintings which
have been discovered in the area. Lakhu Udiyar and Lwethaap are the most famous ones amongst them.
Kumaon is said to be the point of origin of Pahari Kalam which is yet another style of painting well-known
across the world. The most popular art form of Kumaon, however, is known as Aipan or Alpana. In this art
form, pieces of cloth, walls and papers are all decorated with geometric figures which belong to God,

Goddesses and the other natural objects of nature.

Alpana is a very important art form of Kumaon which can easily be spotted in the homes of this
region. Aipan has a number of art forms including Saraswati Chowki, Nav Durga Chowki, Chamunda Hasti
Chowki, Janeyu Chowki, Hasan Chowki, Acharya Chowki, Dhuli Arghya Chowki, Durga Thapa etc. Apart
from worshipping Lord Shiva and Shakti, the residents of this region worship other Gods and Goddesses too
including Kul Devta, Bhumi Devta, Gram Devta and Naga Devta. Some other important folk Gods
worshipped include Naina Devi, Nanda Devi, Gwalla, Bholenath, Airy, Gangnath, Chaumu, Haru and Kail
Bisht.

Kumaon is also administrative region of uttarakhand. Commonly speaking language is hindi and its
native language is kumaoni language. The people of kumaon speak 13 dialects including kumaiya, gangola,
soryali, sirali, askoti, danpuriya, johari, chaugarkhyali, majh kumaiya, khasparjia, pachhai and rauchaubhaisi.
This group of languages is known as the group of central pahari languages. Kumaon is also rich in its folk
literature which comprises of myths, heroes, heroines, bravery, gods, goddesses and the characters drawn

from ramayana and mahabharatha.

The most popular dance form of kumaon is known as chhalaria and it is related to the martial traditions
of the region. All the festivals are celebrated with a lot of enthusiasm and witness such traditional dance

forms even today.

Kumaon” —a region in the state of uttarakhand is blessed with wide nature scenario and misty
mountains. It is surrounded by tibet on north, nepal on east, uttar pradesh on south and garhwal region on

west.

The region of kumaon is bounded of himalayan mountain ranges, with two sub mountains namely
terai and bhabhar. A good amount of kumaon region is deep forest which is fully under the control of local

forestry department. Majority of the peoples believe hinduism in kumaon region. It is surprisingly to see that



the ancient rocks, valleys, mountains in the kumaon region are named some hindu mythological gods or

goddess such as shiva, vaishnava bholanath, gangnath and airy.

According to the researcher atkinson, there are more than 250 shiva temples and 35 vaishnava temples
are present in the kumaon region in british times. The temples which are situated around bageshwar, binsar,
thalkedar, rameshwar, kot ki mai, almora and ganganath are worshipping lord shiva. Similarly the temples
that located in the almora, nainital, pumagiri, devidhura and gangolihat are worshipping the shakti. The
regions in the lohaghat — champawat are associated with kunna avatar and sun gods. However the region
kumaon is well famous for worshipping the lord shiva, majorly because of the regions like panchkedars and
kailash — mansarovar. According to the hindu mythological sages opinion, kailash is the finest and purest

place to worship the god siva.

Kumaon is a region which is mainly dependable on the income from tourism. For exploring the scopes
of tourism, the welfare organizations start a venture namely “kumaon mandal vikas nigam” which delivers
the complete details about the kumaon tourism, places to visit, kumaon best hotels list, kumaon tour packages,
kumaon pilgrim destinations etc. It is always feel to say that kumaon is tourist spot that will gives you the

magnificent mother nature experience.

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES IN OUR COLLEGE
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fer Tongs
ed  Dholak
A9 (Reed Organ)

#oikt  (Hand Cymbal)
® M (Congo)

dge (Tabala)

Haar (Casio)

frer (Guitar)
17 (Naal)

ga=me (Tin Box)
A3y 4 (Mouth Piece)
@l (khajari)

TRADITIONAL DRESSES

MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS




CULTURAL COUNCIL 2013-14

DESIGNATION NAME CLASS
PRESIDENT Kavindra Rai M.A st
VICE PRESIDENT(BOYYS) Sumit Garkoti B.A 1%
VICE PRESIDENT (GIRLS) Neha Garkoti B.A 2"
SECRETARY Deepak Kumar B.A 1%
JOINT SECRETARY Aman Kumar B.A 1%
TREASURER Hem Chandra Pandey B.A 2™
ADVISORY COMMITTEE Devendra Rai,Reeta Kharkwal,Deepak

Chandra Joshi,Aakash Bharti,Sheela
Fartyal,Shashank Pandey,Shivani
Adhikari,Anita,Girish Chandra
Rai,Manoj Kumar,Baby Priyanka
CULTURAL COUNCIL 2014-15
DESIGNATION NAME CLASS
Dinesh Chandra Joshi M.A 2™
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT(BOYYS) Sumit Garkoti B.A 2
VICE PRESIDENT (GIRLS) Saumyta Mehra M.A 20
SECRETARY Sandeep Pant B.Sc 2
JOINT SECRETARY Shashank Pandey B.A 2
TREASURER Baby Priyanka B.A 2™
ADVISORY COMMITTEE Rakesh Bohra,Pankaj

Dhek,Veenita Bora,Chitra
Goswami,Shivani Adhikari,Surya
Prtaap Rawat




CULTURAL COUNCIL 2015-16

DESIGNATION NAME CLASS
Sumit Garkoti B.A 34
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT(BOYYS) Surya Prtaap Singh B.A 2"
VICE PRESIDENT (GIRLS) Simran Sah B.Sc 3¢
SECRETARY Neelam Joshi B.A 2™
JOINT SECRETARY Km Aarti B.A 3"
TREASURER Prshant Verma B.A 3"
ADVISORY COMMITTEE Shivani Adhikari,Navin Rai,Baby
Priyanka,Neha Garkoti,Mahima
Kathayat,Pooja Upreti,Priyanka
Garkoti,Aarti Dhek,Shashank
Pandey,Pooja Pathak,Rakshita Rai
CULTURAL COUNCIL 2016-17
DESIGNATION NAME CLASS
Simran Sah B.A 34
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT(BOYYS) Shashank Pandey M.A 1%
VICE PRESIDENT (GIRLS) Pooja Pathak,Deeksha Joshi M.A 1%
SECRETARY Pooja Upreti,Baby Priyanka M.A 1%
JOINT SECRETARY Neelam Joshi M.A 1%
TREASURER Navin Rai M.A 3¢
ADVISORY COMMITTEE Nikhilesh Gehtori,Sumit
Garkoti,Priyanka Garkoti,Monaj
Badola,Sandeep Pant,Sanjay
Bohra,Saurabh Fartyal




CULTURAL COUNCIL 2019-20

DESIGNATION NAME CLASS
Sobha Kulyal M.A 1%
PRESIDENT
VICE PRESIDENT(BOYS) Neeraj Kumar M.A 1
VICE PRESIDENT (GIRLS) Geeta Pandey M.A 34
SECRETARY Meenakshi Goswami B.A 6%
JOINT SECRETARY Pooja B.A 6%
TREASURER Anjali Mehta B.Com 31
ADVISORY COMMITTEE Kavita Pandey,Mohit
Pandey,Rahul Singh Bisht,Aastha
Goswami,Sunita,Preeti Khati,Adita
Viswkarma

Current coordinator and member of the cultural council 2021-22

Coordinator

DR. SUMAN PANDEY

Co-Coordinator

DR ARCHANA TRIPATHI

Member DR. SWATI BISHT
Member DR. PUSHPA
Member DR. SONALI KARTIK




